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WRITING TASK 1
You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The charts below compare the age structure of the populations of France and India in 1984.The charts below compare the age structure of the populations of France and India in 1984.

Write a report for a university, lecturer describing the information shown below.Write a report for a university, lecturer describing the information shown below.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features and makeSummarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features and make
comparisons where relevant.comparisons where relevant.

You should write at least 150 words.

WRITING TASK 2
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic.

In some parts of the world people try to find out one's own family history. Why do people
do this? Do you think it is a positive or negative?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or
experience.

You should write at least 250 words.
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SAMPLE WRITING TASK 1
The two charts compare the populations of France and India in terms of age distribution by
gender in the year 1984.

It is clear that the population of India was younger than that of France in 1984, with a
noticeably larger proportion of people aged under 20. France, on the other hand, had a
significantly larger percentage of elderly inhabitants.

In India, close to 14% of people were aged 5 or under, and each five-year age bracket above
this contained an increasingly smaller proportion of the population. France’s population, by
contrast, was more evenly distributed across the age ranges, with similar figures (around 7% to
8% of all people) for each five-year cohort between the ages of 0 and 40. Somewhere between
10% and 15% of all French people were aged 70 or older, but the equivalent figure for India
was only 2%.

Looking more closely at gender, there was a noticeably higher proportion of French women
than men in every cohort from age 50 upwards. For example, almost 3% of French 70- to 75-
year-olds were women, while just under 2% were men. No significant gender differences can
be seen on the Indian population chart.

SAMPLE WRITING TASK 2
Nowadays, not only adults are getting busy with hours and hours working but also do the
school-age children, who have to spend lots more hours on studying than their parents did
before. As the fact that extra classes now become an acceptable education norm for many
countries around the world, especially Asian schools, children now have to struggle much more
nerve-racking problems with them than society can ever imagine.

Firstly, attending too many extra classes on weekdays and even the weekends leads to the lack
of time for kids. As a result, they don’t have enough time to relax by taking up an interesting
hobby such as learn how to play an instrument or playing popular sports which can improve
their physical health as well as their mental health. In addition, due to the lack of time, kids are
no longer hanging out with their friends or taking part in any outside activity.Hence, their ability
to communicate with others and the lack of social skill now become serious issues for parents
when raising their kids.

Secondly, the expectations of parents on their children put the kids under a lot of pressure as
the parents want their kids to be always at top of classes and get insanely high scores for every
test. According to some researchers, over-studying doesn’t make the kids become more
intelligent or smarter, however, attending too many extra classes such as maths or science
subjects can cause children’s cognitive impairment especially for young kids for example,
kindergarten and primary school students due to a large amount of time focusing, lacking sleep
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and being stress. Furthermore, extra classes normally provide theoretical lessons which are
mostly the same with compulsory classes while teenagers need more particular skills, for
instance, critical thinking, time management, etc…

In conclusion, governments and parents should join hand to create educational systems which
are more practical, creative and stress-free environment for their children and extra classes
should be banned and substituted by soft skills classes instead.

(Written by Dieu My Tran Thi)
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