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WRITING TASK 1
You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The tables below give information about sales of Fairtrade*-labelled coffee and bananas inThe tables below give information about sales of Fairtrade*-labelled coffee and bananas in
1999 and 2004 in five European countries.1999 and 2004 in five European countries.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and makeSummarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make
comparisons where relevant.comparisons where relevant.

*Fairtrade:*Fairtrade: a category of products for which farmers from developing countries have been paid
an officially agreed fair price.

You should write at least 150 words.

 

WRITING TASK 2
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

Some people think that all university students should study whatever they like. OthersSome people think that all university students should study whatever they like. Others
believe that they should only be allowed to study subjects that will be useful in the future,believe that they should only be allowed to study subjects that will be useful in the future,
such as those related to science and technology.such as those related to science and technology.
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Discuss both these views and give your own opinion.Discuss both these views and give your own opinion.

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or
experience.

You should write at least 250 words.
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SAMPLE WRITING TASK 1
The tables compare sales of two categories of products, namely: fair-trade-labelled coffee
and fairtrade-labelled bananas in five European countries in two different terms, 1999 and
2004. These coffee and bananas were produced by farmers of developing nations and a fair
price is given to those farmers according to the agreement and that’s why the name fairtrade is
attached. 

Overall, it is clear that majority of the countries experienced an increased sale of those
products and the biggest rise of sales were in UK and Switzerland respectively.

In 1999, the largest coffee sale, 3 million Euros, was in Switzerland but after five years, the
highest sale could be observed in the UK (20 million Euros) that recorded more than three
times higher than that of Switzerland (6 million Euros). The sales amounts in Denmark,
Belgium and Sweden were 1.8, 1 and 0.8 million Euros respectively in 1999 and these
amounts increased in five years.  

Meanwhile, Switzerland was the largest market for the fairtrade-labelled banana sales with 15
million Euros sold in 1999 which was higher than the combined sales in other four countries.
The sales amount of bananas reached to 47 million Euros in 2004 which was more than three
times higher than that of 1999 and the second largest market for this product was in the UK
where 1 million Euros was sold in 1999 and that increased by 5.5 times in
2004. Interestingly the sales volume of the faritrade bananas decreased in Sweden and
Denmark in 2004 than that of 1999.

The lowest amount of sales for fairtrade-labelled coffee could be seen in Sweden and it was
Denmark and Sweden where the lowest amount of fairtrade-labelled bananas were sold in
both years.

SAMPLE WRITING TASK 2
Whether university students should study subjects of their own choices or should they be
obliged to study career oriented technology and science major subjects is a widely debated
issue. Both of these views have arguments for and against them and this essay delves these
views and expresses my opinion before drawing a reasonable conclusion.

On the one hand, a university is the highest citadel for education in a country and it is
considered that it builds the next adept generation who would lead the country. From this
regards, the education and teaching policy of the university affect the whole nation. Some
experts are in the opinion that students at university level should be given a certain freedom
while picking majors they study in and there should not be any predefined syllabus. They opine
that forcing them to study some latest subjects for the future employment would make them
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become workers for offices, not leaders for the country. They also express that letting them
study a wide range of subjects would make them far more knowledgeable and prepared to take
challenges and this policy would inspire tertiary level students to follow their dream and not
just blindly run for their career. Furthermore, society needs as many artists as there are as many
scientists. Forcing university students to study only science and teach related subjects would
create an imbalance in our society.  

On the contrary, the university authority must consider the consequences of letting students
choose their subjects. A recent study shows that predefined syllabus-bound a student study
regularly and prepares for the exam while freedom to take any subject dramatically increases
the number of dropout students. This is an alarming issue and this is why the university
authority needs to think twice before implementing the policy. Furthermore, development of a
nation, these days, highly depends on the technologically sound workforce and universities
should yield such workforce for the country. From this perspective, it seems quite logical for
universities to teach science related subjects to most of its students.           

To conclude, universities have to consider the pros and cons of any policy adopted including
whether the students are free to pick their subjects or not. Personally, I believe that letting
university students prefer their subjects have far more benefits and seem more logical in a
broader sense.

SAMPLE WRITING TASK 2
University students are going to lead different important sectors in few years and hence their
education is one of the most important aspects of a country. It is often debated how much
freedom they should be given while choosing the subjects and I personally believe that they
should have the freedom to pick subjects within a prescribed syllabus, not whatever they like.

To begin with, the freedom of selecting subjects in university level would make the education
more effective and would not force students study subjects that they have no interest at all.
Though technology related subjects are quite important, students would not learn that much if
he is forced to learn programming while his interest is in literature. Thus a student should be
given the freedom to pick the subjects he likes, especially for the university students. For
instance, many arts faculties in western universities offer students to pick technology related
subjects while the reverse is also true.

However, an absolute freedom to pick subjects for the university students is not a good idea as
well. This will often lead to situations when students will not have sufficient knowledge on
some aspects that are crucial for the career. Some students would misuse this facility and pick
the same subjects in different semesters. It will also lead to a haphazard situation as most of
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the students would like to study the same subjects and the university authority would not be
able to offer these courses to all.

To conclude, a certain freedom while picking subjects in university level is very helpful for the
overall development and knowledge enhancement of students. However, an absolute freedom
would make the outcome worse.

SAMPLE WRITING TASK 2
Nowadays, it is obviously seen that majority of people tend to carry on their higher education in
institutions such as a university or a college. While some citizens believe that students should
have their freedom to study subjects that they are interested in while others disagree with it
and opine that they have to be involved in major that will be very utilitarian in the future.

At the beginning, every person in this world is likely to have human rights, which means they
are free to follow something that they like, choosing a subject at the university as an example.
Generally, students have a tendency to join the major that rely on their passions. To illustrate,
my brother, Luce, he has an interest in analysing data and he has decided to go into Statistics
and the committee of a university cannot restrict him to study that subject since that action
seems restricting someone from his interest. Thus once a student gets admitted to a university
or a college, s/he should have the freedom to read the subjects that interest him/ her. Studying
from passion is more effective in most of the cases.

On the other hand, many people feel that students should join in a major, particularly which is
related to technology and science, such as natural science and technology, information
technology etc. and they should solely focus on studying these subjects. Based on research
carried out by Statistics Center in Semarang, it is predicted that due to globalisation, the world
will be focused on technology and science in the future. So, it is certainly believed that college
students should be involved in correlating with those subjects so that they can adapt to the
future circumstances and develop themselves.

After hashing out both points of views, it can be concluded that although people certainly have
a freedom to choose their major in university and colleges, it is a wise decision to study subjects
that can be utilised in their future.

[ Written by - Izzah Raisya ]
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